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The coordinator’s project meeting was held at LUOVI VOCATIONAL COLLEGE in 

ALAVUS, FINLAND, September, 7
th

 till September, 11
th

, 2011. 

 

Representatives from Bulgaria, Finland, France, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Portugal, and 

Turkey, attended the meeting.  

Project activities: 

 

September 8
th

 Morning Session: 

The project meeting started with presentation of “LUOVI” Vocational College in Alavus. 

Mrs. Leena Pekkanen – the Head of Unit and Project Coordinator welcomed guests and 

presented some specific characteristics of the Finnish educational system and the 

organizational structure of LUOVI, which is a member of the European Platform for 

Rehabilitation (EPR), the European Forum for Technical and Vocational Education and 

Training (EFVET) and International Vocational Education and Training Association 

(IVETA).   

 

All participants in the meeting, guided by their hospitable Finnish colleagues, made a tour of 

the School premises: classrooms; computer lab; labs of applied arts; professional 

woodworking workshop, sport’s hall and students’ houses. Studies at Luovi are based on each 

student’s own abilities and objectives. “Each student is provided with an individual 

educational plan, which covers an assessment of the student’s initial situation, teaching, 

guidance counselling and further plans, as well as an assessment of required support 

services”.  



 

Workshop “Web 2.0” was held by the coordinator of the CoSSOL project - Mr. Alberto 

CARDOSO. He introduced participants in the concept and characteristics of Web 2.0 (rich 

user experience, user participation, dynamic content, openness, freedom).   

 

 

SEPTEMBER 8
th

, afternoon session: 

After lunch the CoSSOL group continued with the workshop. A plenty of free collaborative 

tools were demonstrated.  All colleagues were involved in the workshop exercises.   

The coordinator of the CoSSOL project – Mr. Alberto Cardoso discussed with partners 

processes, products and made evaluation of the first year of the project. 

 



Later in the afternoon, the project group went on a trip to Pääjärvi Lake at the Karstula area to 

enjoy the evening and the beauty of Finnish Nature. The guests visited the charming wooden 

cottage of our colleague – Leena Pekkanen, which was situated near the Pääjärvi Lake.  

        

Having enjoyed a boat trip and swimming in the lake as well as traditional Finnish sauna, the 

participants finally had delicious dinner at the cottage. 

 

September 9
th

 Morning Session: 

The session opened with planning activities about the project’s second year. Mr. Alberto 

Cardoso discussed with coordinators the dates of the   meetings to follow: namely, in Moers, 

Germany, beginning on 07.12.11; then  in Elazig, Turkey, and the final one  in Oliveira do 

Bairro, Portugal.  

The Finnish colleague – Eija Holma, joined the meeting and presented her teacher’s practice 

at LUOVI.  

 



Participants were invited to take part in the traditional Friday teacher’s meeting at school, 

where we had the opportunity to meet and communicate with all Finnish teachers from 

LUOVI in Alavus.  

 

 

September 9
th

 Afternoon Session: 

 

Mr. Alberto Cardoso, who has been developing in advance basic ideas concerning a new  

 

Comenius project, presented the recommended topics by the partners from Netherlands and 

Portugal. Participants discussed various topics and shared their practices. Mrs. Leena 

Pekkanen and Mrs. Eija Holma shared their own teaching experience related to learning styles 

analysis. Mrs. Hanna Skowronska presented her know how and practice at the Polish partner 

school in the area of “How to deal with different learning styles”.  

The formal dinner in the presence of Mrs. Tarja Mänty - the director of LUOVI and other 

Finnish teachers immersed all participants in the richness of the Finnish traditional 

atmosphere. Speeches were delivered by the Head of the LUOVI and by the coordinator of 

the CoSSOL project - Mr. Alberto CARDOSO. 

 

September 10
th

  

The hospitable partners from LUOVI Vocational College, Alavus organized a memorable trip 

to Seinäjoki - the centre of the Region of South Ostrobothnia, one of the fastest-growing 

conurbations in Finland.  



All participants accompanied by our Finnish colleagues: Eija and Jorma were acquainted with 

the history and town’s heritage.  

 

The group visited the administrative and cultural centre of Seinäjoki - one of the most 

important creations of the world-famous South Ostrobothnian architect Alvar Aalto. A guide 

from the City hall gave extensive information about the sixth buildings, which composed 

“Aalto Center”: Lakeuden Risti church and Parish Centre, City Hall, City Library, State 

Office Building and City Theatre. 

 

 

 

Owing to the Finnish team’s excellent program of both work and cultural activities, which 

actively involved all project participants, the fourth CoSSOL meeting proved to be successful 

and fruitful. 

 

Donka Georgieva, Language School “Frederic Joliot-Curie”, Varna 


