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Project “CoSSOL: Concepts for Successful Self Organized 
Learning” 

Lifelong Learning Program 

Report of the third project meeting at LYCEE AGRICOLE DE PÉRIGUEUX 

11th to 15th MAY 2011 

The third international  project meeting  was held at LYCEE AGRICOLE DE 
PÉRIGUEUX, FRANCE ,  May,11th  till May, 15th ,2011. 

Representatives of all 11 partners - Bulgaria, Finland, Germany, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Poland, Portugal, The Netherlands and Turkey, attended the meeting.  

The project meeting started with ice- breaking activities and a welcome dinner at the 
“Petit Chef” restaurant (situated in the old town of Périgueux), in  the presence of Mrs. 
Cristine GURRERI – the deputy principal, Mr. Jean-Mark BAYLE – project coordinator 
and Mr. Patrice POURCEL. Guests had the opportunity to try traditional French dishes 
based on farm -grown produce.  

During a walk in the historic part of Périgueux, accompanied by French colleagues and a 
guide from the Tourist Office, all partners were acquainted with the history and town’s 
heritage, “with its Gallo-Roman remains and narrow alleys, lined with Renaissance 
facades”, the Cathedral Saint Front, as well as the area in the vicinity which is listed in 
UNESCO’s world heritage list. 
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Project activities: 

MAY, 12th morning session: 

The project coordinator of the French school - Mr. Jean-Mark BAYLE welcomed 
participants at LYCEE AGRICOLE DE PÉRIGUEUX.   

Welcoming speeches were delivered by the Head of the host school – Ms. Corine 
REULET and by the coordinator of the CoSSOL project - Mr. Alberto CARDOSO.  

Ms.REULET presented some specific characteristics of the French educational system and 
the organizational structure of the LYCEE AGRICOLE DE PÉRIGUEUX.  

 

   

 

Ms. Mara Jecobsone, the principal of “Siguldas vakara vidusskola”, Latvia, acquainted the 
project participants with Latvian e-learning platform.  The platform is based on the 
cooperation between students and teachers in the process of learning. The major aspects of 
the platform feature: psychology of teaching; balanced instructive and autonomous 
strategies; organization of the teaching – learning process; achievements’ evaluation; class 
assessment; some exemplary tasks  in mathematics and sciences were also presented.    

All participants in the meeting, guided by their hospitable French colleagues, made a tour 
of the High School premises: classrooms; computer labs; labs of biology, chemistry; 
school’s library and professional installations for breeding ducks and producing high -
quality products.  

 
 MAY 12th, afternoon session:  
 
 After lunch, served at LYCEE AGRICOLE DE PÉRIGUEUX, and prepared with 
products from the school and the region, the participants of meeting departed for The 
Domaine des Chaulnes, which is part of the School of Agricultural Education in Périgueux. 
In the quiet atmosphere of authentic chartreuse, built in the XVIIth century, partners held 
presentations and assignments in Math’s, Sciences and ICT, with useful tips for all 
teachers. 
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- Mrs. Claudia Iannello, representative of the “Istituto Professionale di Stato – 
Sandro Pertini”Italy, presented some challenging algebraic tasks to the 
participants, who worked on them in small groups. 

- The Portuguese teachers’ team: Teresa Figueiredo, Fatima Pires, Acácio 
Albuquerque, Alberto Cardoso and Sandra Bras presented an integrated activity in 
science and mathematics:  “Working Science Together”. The task was to outline 
the reciprocity of a given temperature and the amount of kinetic energy as well as 
demonstrate mathematical skills.  

- Three Bulgarian students: Andzelika Kirkorova, Gerasim Petrov and Yan Lechev 
from the Language School “Frederic Joliot-Curie”, Varna, assigned to the audience 
two logical tasks to stimulate algorithmic thinking. The block-scheme’s 
description of the algorithms was presented on a clip-board.  

- Mr. Ad van den Heuvel from Koning Willem I College, The Netherlands (in his 
presentation “Calculations/Mathematics) gave information and definitions about 
the Dutch four reference levels for Maths: 1F – primary school; 2F –primary 
vocational school; 3F – high school and 4F – pre-university education. Interesting 
tasks were presented, illustrating each level in the four major domains:  numbers, 

ratios, measurements, geometry and relations. Answers and solutions were 
provided at the end of the presentation. 

- Mr. Toon Reckers from Koning Willem I College, The Netherlands organized the 
workshop: “How to Generate Competency Based Lessons and Assignments” (in 
means of structure and operating with simple tools). Printed materials were 
distributed to all partners with helpful tips for developing lessons, assignments, 
case study, and evaluation. The Power Point presentation involved some effective 
diagrams about brainstorming, conceptual and integrated learning, the algorithm 
and positioning of assignments and lessons.  

 

 
Later on all the participants visited the Domain des Chaulnes and its well-known truffle 
field, accompanied by Mr. Eric BOTIVEAU, the manager of the farm. Students from the 

GPN class and Mr.Jean-Claude MARTEGOUTTE held a presentation in English, 
focused on some basic farming and agricultural industries: high quality cattle breeding, 
breeding of ducks,   oak and hazelnut trees cultivating for the production of truffle.  
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During the dinner, in the presence of Ms. Corinne REULET – the director of LYCEE 
AGRICOLE DE PÉRIGUEUX, the guests had opportunities to try traditional aperitif 
served by first year students of BIT (food industry) of the High School of Périgueux 

and students of the High School of Bergerac. Partners tasted different types of cheese, 
dairy products and some wines from the region. 
 French students and colleagues from LYCEE AGRICOLE DE PÉRIGUEUX attended 
upon all foreign guests during dinner with utmost care and professionalism.  
 

 
 
 

13th MAY - morning session: 

The session began with a visit to the food-processing halls (ATELIER 

TECHNOLOGIQUE De GÉNIE ALIMENTAIRE) where students acquire on-the-job 

training and practice their work skills. .Right next there was a special shop offering a rich 

variety of meat products. 

Special workshop for a sensory analysis was held by teachers of the host school, livened 
up by pupils of the final year of BIT. A multimedia presentation introduced participants to 
the theory of sensory analysis. Many pictures, mathematical graphics and diagrams were 
used as illustrations. 
All participants took part in a sensory test and unbiased quality assessment of three types 
of food products (foie gras, duck breasts and strawberries). Special assessments forms were 
filled in by all participants rating color, saltiness, acidity, flavor and consistency.  
 

 
13th MAY - afternoon session: 
 
After lunch at the restaurant “Carpe Diem”, the CoSSOL group continued with the 
workshops that were a follow-up of the morning tests.  
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Having processed the data, the French teachers informed the participants about their 
findings and expected curiously the feed-back. Various interpretations of the results were 
exchanged in the discussion. 
The workshop “sensory analysis “was an excellent example for good LYCEE 
AGRICOLE practices that integrate knowledge and skills in mathematics, sciences, ICT 
and  foreign  languages. Diverse learning strategies employed by competent teachers 
produced amazing results. 

After warming up with an interesting mathematical game – domino type, prepared by the 
Polish partners and played in small groups (formed according to choice of preferred color), 
the meeting proceeded with analysis, feedbacks, responses and interpretations of the 
CoSSOL Survey on the MOODLE platform.  
The German partners had printed the final results with students and teachers responses of 
the 8 competencies questionnaire. Mr. Cristian Graack of“Mercator Berufscolleg”, 
Germany, gave some explanations concerning the tasks (prepared in advance by German 
and Dutch partners).  

 
Grouped in 8 teams, the partners were supposed to discuss for 45 minutes and analyze the 
results; to discuss what they find interesting, or even striking; to decide upon similarities or 
differences between teachers’ and students’ responses, and to formulate several statements 
or suggest ideas about what the results mean for us as teachers and what they mean for the 

project. Each “team leader” prepared a short summary and presented it in front of the 
audience. 
 
The coordinator of the CoSSOL project – Mr. Alberto Cardoso summarized the  project 
activities during the day and discussed with coordinators the dates of the next project 
meetings: in Moers, Germany, starting on 07.12.11 and coordinators’ meeting in Varna, 
Bulgaria, starting on 08.09.11 
The dinner at the restaurant “Aux Berges de l’Isle”, situated near the river Isle and right in 
front of the Cathedral Saint Front, provided a unique opportunity to enjoy the beautiful 
landscape and the exquisite French cuisine together with our French colleagues.   
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14th MAY  
 
The warm and hospitable partners from LYCEE AGRICOLE DE PÉRIGUEUX organized 
a memorable trip to the Black Perigord:   

- A visit to Les Eyzies on the bank of the river Vesere, the first site where the Cro 
Magnon was discovered and The Rouffignac Cave with prehistoric art works 
(paintings and engravings) on the walls and roof of a two miles long gallery.  

- A visit to the capital of Black Perigord – an attractive medieval town Sarlat, a 
glimpse of  the beautiful valley of Dordogne river, unforgettable views of villages 
and castles, a short  stop to explore the famous Beynac castle.  
The farewell dinner at the farm inn “Layotte in Tursac” immersed all participants in 
the richness and color of the French traditional atmosphere.  
 

 

 
 
 
Mr Alberto Cardoso in his final speech expressed his gratitude to all participants in the 
meeting and, most of all, to the host Institute: LYCEE AGRICOLE DE PÉRIGUEUX for 
the excellently organized and executed program alternating brainstorming workshops, with 
illuminating cultural activities. Active learning methods used acknowledged the teachers 
level of competence and experience.  
 

Donka Georgieva , Language School “Frederic Joliot-Curie”, Varna 


