
Key Competence:  1. (The Netherlands) 

Communication in the mother tongue 

Understanding: 
o Listening.  
o Reading. 

Speaking: 
o Spoken interaction. 
o Spoken production. 

Writing: 
o Writing. 

Definition:  Communication in the mother tongue is the ability to express and interpret concepts, 
thoughts, feelings, facts and opinions in both oral and written form (listening, 
speaking, reading and writing), and to interact linguistically in an appropriate and 
creative way in a full range of societal and cultural contexts; in education and training, 
work, home and leisure. 

Description The students are taught to use the mother tongue appropriately in each of the four main skill 
dimensions:  oral skills (conversation skills, listening and speaking skills), reading skills (reading business 
texts and reading fictional texts), writing skills (production of creative and business texts). This is 
achieved by handing out assignments that are interwoven in the project the student is working on at 
that moment. These projects are specific to the respective departments and studies in which the 
student is enrolled. This way the subject matter of the student’s education comes to life in the mother 
tongue  the student is acquiring and the learning process means having your caking and eating it too. 

Performance indicators 

 Knowledge: 

Glossary and language treatment: 

- Vocabulary 
- Functional  grammar 
- Functions of language 
- Style 
- Jargon 
- Cultural conventions 
- Vernacular 

 

Skills: 

- Email and letter writing 
- Everyday speech 
- Presenting 
- Reading comprehension 
- Listening comprehension 
- Telephone skills 
- Meeting skills 

Attitude/Competence: 

- Positive attitude to 
communication in the 
mother tongue 

- Disposition to critical and 
constructive dialogue 

- Appreciation of aesthetic 
qualities and a willingness to 
strive for them 

- Interest in interaction with 
others 

- Awareness of the impact of 
language on others 

- Need to understand and use 
language in a positive and 
socially responsible manner 

Education Program 

Course:  

The mother tongue (dutch) is 
intensively taught in the first, 
second and third year in both 

Training:  

Most work is done through assignments 
and most assignments are cooperations of 

Project:  For instance, students of 
construction engineering have to 
make a video of a process at a 
construction site and narrate it in the 
mother tongue. All studies have 



trainingcouses and projects. 

 

teachers.  these sort of projects in de second 
and third year of the study. 

Examination 

Form(s): 

Central examination:  

- Reading: text with question 
survey (F3-B2) 

- Listening: video with 
question survey (F3- B2) 

Schoolexamination:  

- Spoken interaction: oral 
assessment (F3-B2) 

- Spoken production: 
presentation of the project 
as a whole (B2) 

- Writing: e.g. job application 
letter or request for a 
quotation (B2). 

When: 

All examination takes place at the end of 
the study. 

Where: 
 
All examination occurs in school. 

 

  



Key Competence:  2. (The Netherlands) 

Communication in foreign languages 

Understanding: 
o Listening.  
o Reading. 

Speaking: 
o Spoken interaction. 
o Spoken production. 

Writing: 
o Writing. 

Definition:  Communication in foreign languages broadly shares the main skill dimensions of communication in the 
mother tongue: it is based on the ability to understand, express and interpret concepts, thoughts, 
feelings, facts and opinions in both oral and written form (listening, speaking, reading and writing) in an 
appropriate range of societal and cultural contexts (in education and training, work, home and leisure) 
according to one’s wants or needs. Communication in foreign languages also calls for skills such as 
mediation and intercultural understanding. An individual’s level of proficiency will vary between the 
four dimensions (listening, speaking, reading and writing) and between the different languages, and 
according to that individual’s social and cultural background, environment, needs and/or interests. 

Description The students are taught to use the acquired language appropriately in each of the four main skill 
dimensions. This is achieved by handing out assignments that are interwoven in the project the student 
is working on at that moment. These projects are specific to the respective departments and studies in 
which the student is enrolled. This way the subject matter of the student’s education comes to life in 
the foreign language the student is acquiring and the learning process means having your caking and 
eating it too.  

Performance indicators 

 Knowledge: 

- Idiom 
- Grammar 
- Style 
- Jargon 
- Cultural conventions 
- Vernacular 

Skills: 

- Email and letter writing 
- Everyday speech 
- Presenting 
- Reading comprehension 
- Listening comprehension 
- Telephone skills 
- Meeting skills 

Attitude/Competence: 

- Proactiveness in speech 
- Eagerness to sell a product in 

the foreign language 
- Ability to adapt to local 

customs 

Education Program 

Course:  

There are no real courses per se. 
Most of the subject matter is made 
part of the project. English is 
intensively taught in the second 
year of the program, German in the 
third year.   

Here grammar is the main 
exception and is more or less 

Training:  

Most work is done through assignments 
and most assignments are cooperations of 
teachers. For instance, students of 
construction engineering have to make a 
video of a process at a construction site 
and narrate it in the object language with 
subtitles in the mother tongue. Here the 
students are occupied with their subject 
matter and acquiring both multimedia and 

Project: 

In the respective years that English 
and German are taught, the whole of 
the projects is written in the object 
language. This way the whole 
atmosphere surrounding the project 
is drenched in the language the 
student is acquiring. 



taught as a separate subject. Idiom 
is also synchronized with the 
projects. 

 

language skills. 

The school also employs native speakers to 
be a realistic sparring partner for the 
students. 

 

Examination 

Form(s): 

- Spoken interaction: oral 
assessment (e.g. A2 or B1) 

- Spoken production: 
presentation of part of the 
project (A2) or of the 
project as a whole (B1) 

- Listening: video with 
question survey (e.g. A2 or 
B1) 

- Reading: text with question 
survey (e.g. A2 or B1) 

- Writing: e.g. job application 
letter or request for a 
quotation. 

When: 

Most examination takes place at the end of 
the project that the specific skill dimension 
has been prevalent in. 

Where: 

All examination occurs in school. It 
may be an interesting notion to look 
beyond the school premises for 
examinations to take place. 

 


